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For the $17 million renovation of Chicago’s hip and
well-known House of Blues Hotel into the Hotel Sax,
designer Colum McCartan knew he needed to create
something unique for the property that helps anchor the
city’s famous three-acre Marina Walk. “Because we knew
the spaces were over the top we got to be over-expressive
in our design,” says McCartan, whose bicoastal firm is
best known for previous projects such as New York City’s
Le Parker Meridien and the Hotel Vitale in San Francisco.
“We got to extenuate the experience and let ourselves go
free when designing.”

Unique translated into custom. In the hotel’s 353
rooms—which include 21 enlarged suites—MecCartan
deployed custom-designed ironwork screens, crushed
velvet fabrics, mirror-covered side tables, and wingback
chairs covered in snakeskin to create a neo-Baroque
atmosphere.

Tailored touches continue in what is without a doubt
the new hotel’s coup de grace, the Crimson Lounge, which
replaces the House of Blues Hotel’s long-running Kaz Bar
Lounge. With its riotous use of color, texture, fabric, and
pattern, McCartan describes the space as “neo-Versailles
meets Gothic meets Marquis de Sade.” Accented by an
abstract-Arab patterned glass wall, floor-to-ceiling
mirrors, a 45-foot bar running the entire length of its
back wall illuminated by crimson glass mirrored panels,
and Renaissance-inspired artwork, Crimson “is a moody,
complex space,” says McCartan, who also custom designed

Right: The Hotel Sax's lobby, with its
white paneled walls, marble floors,
and an oversized floor-to-celling
framed mirror,
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